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Abstract

This research examines the impact of the definition of Bayan (clarification) on its
categories according to Islamic legal theorists (ustliyyiin), through a foundational study
that aims to clarify the concept of Bayan, analyze its definitions among scholars of
Islamic legal theory, and identify the reasons behind their differences in determining its
nature and its implications for understanding Islamic legal texts. The significance of
this topic stems from the central position occupied by Bayan in the science of Usiil al-
Figh, due to its direct connection with uncovering the intent of the Lawgiver and
explaining the meanings and indications of legal discourse.

The study employs the inductive method by tracing the statements and texts of legal
theorists concerning the definition of Bayan, as well as the analytical method in
examining these views, discussing them, and identifying their jurisprudential
implications. The research addresses the concept of Bayan linguistically and
technically, the reasons for disagreement among legal theorists regarding its definition,
and its impact on several issues related to the indications of linguistic expressions,
including general and specific expressions, unrestricted and restricted expressions, and
ambiguous and clarified texts.

The study concludes that the disagreement over the definition of Bayan was not merely
terminological; rather, it represented a substantive disagreement concerning the
intended meaning of Bayan: whether it refers to the act of clarification, the evidence
through which clarification is achieved, or the meaning revealed by such clarification.
The study also demonstrates that this disagreement influenced several discussions on
linguistic indications and contributed to the diversity of methods of legal reasoning and
juristic interpretation among legal theorists. Finally, the research highlights that a
precise understanding of the concept of Bayan constitutes an important key to
understanding the methodologies of legal theorists in interpreting legal texts and
deriving rulings from them.

Keywords: Bayan (Clarification), Linguistic Indications, Ustl al-Figh, Ambiguous and
Clarified Texts, General and Specific Expressions, Juristic Disagreement.
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