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Abstract

This study examines the compensation for loss of chance in Saudi judiciary following
the enactment of the Civil Transactions Law, as a form of potential damage that raises
complex issues related to proof and assessment. The study aims to clarify the
statutory and judicial basis for this type of compensation, analyze its governing rules
and standards, and trace the Saudi judicial approach before and after the issuance of

the law.

The study adopts an inductive—analytical methodology by examining statutory
provisions, judicial decisions, and doctrinal views. It finds that, prior to the Civil
Transactions Law, Saudi courts lacked a stable approach to loss of chance due to the
absence of explicit regulation. The new law, however, has recognized loss of chance
as compensable damage, provided that seriousness and causation are established. It

further shows that compensation is assessed through a flexible probabilistic approach,

\¢



while practical challenges persist in relation to proof and inconsistency in judicial

valuation.

The study concludes that the current legal framework still requires further refinement
through guiding standards and the unification of judicial principles to enhance

consistency, legal certainty, and fairness in adjudicating loss—of-chance claims.

Keywords: Loss of chance, compensation, Saudi judiciary, Civil Transactions Law, civil

liability.
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